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Who to Talk to

Cold Spring
Dave Anderson, Branch Manager

Carrico/Fort Thomas
Morgan Lockard-Ellis, Branch Manager

Newport
Valerie Davis, Branch Manager

Alexandria
Carrie Ratterman, Branch Supervisor

Outreach Services @ Newport
Carol Freytag,
Outreach Services Coordinator

Administration @ Cold Spring

Stephanie Class, Communications
Chantelle Phillips, Interim Director/Human
Resources

Board of Trustees
Meeting

The Campbell County Public Library’s
Board of Trustees meets at 5:30 pm on the
third Wednesday each month. All board
meetings are open to the public. Next
meeting dates and locations are:

« Dec. 20 at Newport
«Jan. 17 at Carrico/Fort Thomas

«Feb. 21 at Alexandria
« March 20 at Cold Spring

Keep
Dropping
Your

Drawers

Drop Your Drawers continues this December

with the goal to raise clean pairs of
underwear and socks for public schools in
Campbell County.

We Suggest

STAFF RECOMMENDATIONS: Our Favorite Cozy Fantasy Novels

i
e

WISHING

. GAME |

HOBBIT

Donations of socks and underwear can
be any size and must be in their original

The Wishing Game by Meg Shaffer

The story is about Lucy, who enters a competition given by a reclusive children’s
author Jack Masterson. Jack holds a contest at his home on Clock Island where four
lucky contestants will compete to win the only copy he has of his new book. This

is a whimsical novel and includes a mastermind similar to Willy Wonka with a few
plot twists.

— Amelia Norton, information services assistant, Carrico/Fort Thomas Branch

The Hobbit by J.R.R. Tolkien

The descriptions throughout the book make me want to be there alongside Bilbo
and the dwarves. The food, in particular, is very well described; | get hungry every
time | read it. Sure, there are parts of the story that aren't cozy, but that makes you
appreciate the times when it is. Who wouldn't want to live in a hobbit hole?

— Chay Rust, patron services supervisor, Carrico/Fort Thomas Branch

Emily Wilde's Encyclopedia of Faeries by Heather Fawcett
This book is incredibly cozy, from the descriptions of nature and all the fantastical
creatures to the way the author describes the food. Emily is a Cambridge professor
who is creating an encyclopedia of all known faeries; she has a trip planned to
observe a type that has never been documented in academic literature: The
Hidden Ones.

— Morgan Lockard-Ellis, branch manager, Carrico/Fort Thomas Branch

The Starless Sea by Erin Morgenstern

A graduate student in Vermont finds a mysterious book hidden in the library stacks.
As he reads, he uncovers a series of clues that lead him to a masquerade ball, a group
of rather interesting characters, and a world of books and their guardians buried
deep beneath our own. Every page felt like being wrapped up in a warm blanket.
— Stephanie Daugherty, patron services assistant, Newport Branch

allows them to redirect funding to provide
other valuable resources.

packaging. Bras and t-shirts are also

accepted. You can donate items at all
CCPL branches. Every year, the library sees

To learn more, visit
cc-pl.org/drop-your-drawers.

organizations big and small, individuals,
families and friend groups donate. We
appreciate each and every one of you.

Because parents are often unable to bring
fresh underwear and socks to their children
during school hours, children can miss
crucial learning time in the classroom.
Keeping centers’ supplies stocked also




Have a Cozy Holiday at the
Library, continued from the cover

It's officially December! Settle into your
comfiest clothes, grab a mug of hot cocoa,
wrap up in a blanket and plan your month at
the library. Flip through this newsletter to see
all that our branches have to offer and check
out some highlights below.

Holiday Open Houses

The Alexandria, Carrico/Fort Thomas and
Newport Branches are all hosting a Holiday
Open House.

Head to the Newport Branch on Saturday,
Dec. 2 from 11 am - 2 pm for a bookish
afternoon. This year’s open house takes
inspiration from the Icelandic holiday
tradition of “Jolabokaflod,’ where books are
gifted and received on Christmas Eve. Then,
of course, you read them! Patrons can have a
family photo taken with the library’s polaroid
alongside enjoying a hot chocolate bar,
music and crafts.

Also on Dec. 2 is the Alexandria Branch’s
Holiday Open House. Held noon to 4 pm,
patrons can expect light snacks, refreshments,

live music and photo opportunities with a
trained therapy dog.

Carrico/Fort Thomas Branch’s festivities

on Saturday, Dec. 9 include a photo booth,
scavenger hunt, crafts, treats and more. Jingle
Babies, a festive story time, will kick off the
day at 10 am. Enjoy music by the students of
Highlands Band from 11:30 am-12:30 pm and
drop in any time from 1-3 pm to decorate a
cookie (while supplies last).

Make sure to visit Cold Spring Branch staff
at the Winter Fest! Held at the Cold Spring
Community Center (5686 East Alexandria
Pike) from 2-5 pm, Cam will even be there.
Enjoy crafts and other holiday activities. Don't
forget to climb aboard the Book Bus and pick
out a free read to take home and keep.

Cozy Crafts? Check!

In the mood to get crafty? We have several
wintery crafts throughout the month across
all four branches.

Spend an afternoon painting an ornament
perfect for hanging on a tree at the
Alexandria Branch on Dec. 5 for adults or the
Cold Spring Branch on Dec. 7 for children.
Both programs are at 4 pm.

Calling all gingerbread fans! Make a no-sew
felt gingerbread person at the Newport
Branch on Dec. 11 from 6-8 pm. Children can
also drop in to make their own unique yarn
ornaments on Dec. 7 anytime between
5:30-7 pm.

The Carrico/Fort Thomas Branch also has a
stuffed animal craft—a cuddly penguin! Held
on Dec. 13 at 4:30 pm, the program is for teens.

There's more festive fun in store at the library.
Look for the snowflakes throughout the issue
to plan your holiday season with us.



Ultimate Coziness

Write a
Letter &
Make a Card!

Write a letter to Santa Claus and we'll take
care of delivering it to the North Pole. Drop
it off by Friday, Dec. 15 so we can get it to
Ol’Saint Nick in time for the big day. Include

Cheesy Holiday Romance
Goodness

Hitting the Slopes...
or the rink!

your full return address and name so Santa
can write back.

We have everything you need to make a
letter; materials are located in the children’s
section at each branch.

While you're at it, you can also participate
in Cards for Seniors, which puts handmade
cards into the hands of local seniors. Use
provided materials to make cheerful cards
and we'll take care of the rest.

Cable Knit Sweaters,
Everywhere!




Alexandria

December Calendar

PROGRAMS

Registration is required for all programs,
unless noted.

Book Discussions

Cam’s Kids Book Club

4:30 pm Tuesday, Dec. 19

Listen by Shannon Stocker. Grades K-5.
Register for a free copy of the book.

After Hours Book Club
7:30 pm Thursday, Dec. 21
Call the Midwife by Jennifer Worth.

Adults

sl¢ Ornament Painting

4-6 pm Tuesday, Dec. 5

Enjoy an afternoon of ornament painting.
Supplies will be provided by Morning Star
Pottery.

Email Basics: Gmail

11:30 am Wednesday, Dec. 6

Learn how to create a Gmail account;
perform basic email functions like send,
receive and reply; recognize and handle
spam; organize and delete messages; and
search for past messages. Attendees may

bring their own laptops, if preferred, but they
will be provided to all attendees during the
workshop.

Teens & Tweens
Ages 11-19, unless noted.

¢ Teen Holiday Trivia

4-6 pm Friday, Dec. 15

'Tis the season to test your knowledge and
spread holiday cheer! Light snacks will be
provided.

Families
Kids of all ages and their families.

3 Holiday Open House

11 am-4 pm Saturday, Dec. 2

Celebrate the festive season with Alexandria
Branch staff. See details on pg. 3.

s Family Holiday Card
Decorating

5 pm Wednesday, Dec. 6

No matter what holidays you celebrate in
December, come to the library to make and
decorate cards.

Family Board Game Day
1:30-4:30 pm Sunday, Dec. 10
Go head-to-head with family and friends at

an afternoon of board games. From classic
favorites to modern gems, there will be
something for everyone. There will also be
a Nintendo Switch with Super Smash Bros:
Ultimate and Mario Party. Light snacks will
be provided.

Children

Grades K-5.

sl< DIY Snowflakes

4 pm Friday, Dec. 8

Did you know that no two snowflakes are the
same? Make your own unique snowflake out
of paper.

Young Ones

Registration is not required for story times.

Baby Story Time

11:15 am Friday, Dec. 1,8 & 15

Socialize your little ones while making
connections with other parents during this
story time. Newborn-2.

Preschool Story Time

11:15 am Tuesday, Dec.5 & 12

This story time includes fun activities, crafts
and themed books that aim to develop your
child’s pre-literacy skills. Ages 3-5.



Cold Spring

December Calendar

Chat\with|Local/Author
Maggie Gosney

6 pm

Monday, Dec’’4

PROGRAMS

Registration is required for all programs,
unless noted.

Book Discussions

Cup of Crime

7 pm Wednesday, Dec. 13

Midnight at the Bright Ideas Bookstore by
Matthew J. Sullivan.

Tuesday Book Club
10 am Tuesday, Dec. 19
Northanger Abbey by Jane Austen.

Homeschool Book to Movie Club
11:30 am Thursday, Dec. 21

The Princess Diaries by Meg Cabot. Ages 8-14.
Register for a free copy of the book.

Real Men Read

7 pmThursday, Dec. 21

The House of Silk by Anthony Horowitz.
All are welcome.

Adults

Dungeons & Dragons

6-10 pm Friday, Dec. 1

New and experienced players alike are
welcome to join the library’s monthly D&D
night! If you don’t know how to make a
character, never fear: There will be pre-
generated characters available to use. You
can also make (or level up) your own.

sk Chat with Local Author
Maggie Gosney

6 pm Monday, Dec. 4

Join us at the Cold Spring branch as local
author and former library employee Maggie
Gosney discusses her debut book, Kentucky
Angel for Christmas!

Stargazers Club: Cincinnati
Observatory Star Party
6:30-8:45 pm Thursday, Dec. 7

Field trip! The Cincinnati Observatory will
host a lecture at the observatory itself (3489
Observatory Place, Cincinnati, OH, 45208).
There will also be a chance to look through

6

their telescopes. Register to reserve free
tickets.

Shaking Up Shakespeare:
‘Macbeth’ Modern-Day
Retelling

6-8 pm Wednesday, Dec. 20

The last installment of the library’s Shaking
Up Shakespeare series is here. Join us for a
showing of a modern-day film adaptation of
Macbeth. Please note that this event is only
open to ages 18+ due to the movie's R rating.

Teens & Tweens
Ages 11-19, unless noted.

Camp Half-Blood Training Day
5 pm Friday, Dec. 8

Help the library celebrate the new Percy
Jackson show set to premiere on Disney+ on
Dec. 20. Fans of Rick Riordan's award-winning
series can spend a day in the life of a Greek
demigod at Camp Half-Blood with themed
crafts, Blooket trivia and prizes. Light blue
snacks will be provided.



Minecraft Club

5-7 pm Monday, Dec. 11

Return to the world of Minecraft alongside
other local players using the library's server!
Ages 8-14.

CCPL Roblox Club

11 am Saturday, Dec. 16

Play different Roblox games every month on
private VIP servers hosted by Campbell County
Public Library staff. Ages 8-14.

Children

Grades K-5.

DIY Ornaments
4 pm Thursday, Dec. 7
Decorate a new ornament for your holiday
tree while listening to festive music.

Homeschool Hangout:
Holiday at Hogwarts
11 am Tuesday, Dec. 12
The library’s meeting room will transform into
the Great Hall in Hogwarts for a cozy holiday

party, complete with Harry Potter-inspired
snacks, arts and crafts.

Hands-On Science with
Kentucky Science Center

4 pm Thursday, Dec. 14

Kentucky Science Center educators will bring
science to life with hands-on activities.

Young Ones
Registration is NOT required for story times.

Tot Time

9:30 & 11:30 am Monday, Dec.4 & 11

Build your child's development skills through
engaging and interactive stories, songs, motor
skills and open play. Ages 1-3.

Toddler Time

10 & 11 am Wednesday, Dec. 6 & 13

Exercise your little ones’busy bodies and
minds with stories, songs, bouncy rhymes and
a craft. Ages 2-3.

Baby Time

9:30 am Thursday, Dec. 7 & 14

Strengthen your baby’s language, motor and
social skills through engaging songs, rhymes,
simple movement games, books and open
play. Newborn-2.

Preschool Time

10:30 am Thursday, Dec. 7 & 14

Help your child develop their pre-literacy and
motor skills with themed stories, gross motor
play and crafts. Ages 3-5.




Carrico/Fort Thomas

December Calendar
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PROGRAMS

Book Discussions
Registration is required, unless noted.

Must Read Romance

7 pmThursday, Dec. 7

Instead of assigned reading, members choose
romance to discuss based on rotating themes.
December’s topic: Holiday Romance. Register
to receive a free book of your choice upon
attending the meeting.

Coffee & Conversation
2 pm Wednesday, Dec. 13
The Third Pole by Mark Synnott.

If You Give a Kid a Book Club
4:30 pm Thursday, Dec. 14

Bake Infinite Pie with X+Y by Eugenia Cheng.
Grades K-5. Register for a free copy of

the book.

Adults

Registration is required, unless noted.

Holiday Village Homes
2 &6:30 pm Wednesday, Dec. 6
Decorate and paint a wooden house figure as
part of the library’s holiday village, which will
be on display at the Holiday Open House on

Dec. 9. The craft will be available for pick up
to keep on Monday, Dec. 11. Register for only
one program.

DIY Air Planters

6:30 pm Monday, Dec. 11

In this program, we'll make planters that will
be the perfect home for your new air plant,
which doesn't need soil to survive.

Talking Tech Troubles

2 pmTuesday, Dec. 12

Every month, tech-savvy librarian Morgan
discusses different technology topics in this
judgment-free, informal group. This month's
topic: Settings, Updates & Upgrades. Learn
about settings on your computer, how to
update devices and what matters when it
comes to upgrading.

Trivia Night @ The Post

6:30 pm Tuesday, Dec. 12

Test your knowledge via playing trivia at The
Post (1136 S. Fort Thomas Ave.). Play on your
own, with friends or as a family. Participants
will use Kahoot! to play, so make sure to
bring a smart device (smartphone, tablet or
laptop). Teams only need to answer on one
device. Each player on the winning team can
select a free book to keep! No registration

is required.

Teens & Tweens

Ages 11-19, unless noted. Registration is
required, unless noted.

Magical Kitties Save the Day!
4:30 pm Thursday, Dec. 7

Magical Kitties Save the Day is a beginner-
friendly roleplaying game for all ages. Take
on the role of a magical cat as you solve large
problems and save humans from terrible
troubles! Ages 8-14.

Chess Club

4:30 pm Monday, Dec. 11

Chess is a fantastic way to improve your
memory, problem-solving skills and
creativity. All skill levels are welcome. Chess
sets and instruction are provided through
a partnership with Chess in Schools. No
registration is required. Ages 8-14.

DIY Penguin Plushies
4:30 pm Wednesday, Dec. 13
Create a penguin stuffed animal to cuddle
with as the temperatures drop. Learn basic
sewing skills or glue your fabric to make your
adorable waddling friend.

Teen Game Night
4:30-7 pm Friday, Dec. 15
Play your favorite games at the library. There



will be board games, video games and a staff-
run table playing Dungeons & Dragons 5e.

Families

Kids of all ages and their families.
Registration is NOT required.

Homeschool Hive: Ukuleles
11 am Friday, Dec. 1

Learn the basics of playing ukulele or grow
your skills with staff from SkoolAid.

Art at the Armory:
Holiday Decorations
4:30-6 pm Tuesday, Dec. 5
Head to the Armory in Fort Thomas' Tower
Park (950 S. Fort Thomas Ave.) to make
holiday-themed decorations.

Holiday Open House
10 am-3 pm Saturday, Dec. 9
Celebrate the holidays at the library with
a photo booth, scavenger hunt, crafts and
treats. For an exact timeline, see details on

pg. 3.

Little Hands Art:
Mess-Free Painting

10 am Friday, Dec. 15

Bring kids of all ages to paint their own
masterpieces.

£
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Children

Grades K-5. Registration is NOT required,
unless noted.

Magical Kitties Save the Day!
4 pm Friday, Dec. 1

Magical Kitties Save the Day is a beginner-
friendly roleplaying game for all ages. Take
on the role of a magical cat as you solve large
problems and save humans from terrible
troubles!

Neon Art Party

4 pm Monday, Dec. 4

Explore the vibrant world of neon art and
create your own masterpieces to take home.

Young Ones

Registration is NOT required for story
times, unless noted.

Movers & Shakers

10 am Monday, Dec. 4 & 11

Shake, move and sing in this active and
musical story time followed by open play.
Ages 2-3.

Together Time Tales

10 am Tuesday, Dec.5 & 12

Spend quality time together while reading,
playing and learning followed by open play.
Ages 3-5.

Cozy Time for Babies

10 am Wednesday, Dec.6 & 13

Designed for the youngest babies, this story
time is filled with songs, rhymes and gentle
movement games to encourage your baby's
development. Afterward, enjoy open play.
Ages newborn-2, especially for pre-walkers.
Register.

Baby Wigglers

10 am Thursday, Dec. 7 & 14

Designed for babies who are walking and
are on the move, this story time is filled with
fun, engaging songs, rhymes and energetic
movement games to encourage your baby's
development. Followed by open play. Ages
newborn-2, especially for walkers. Register.

Jingle Babies
10 am Saturday, Dec. 9
Time to get jolly as we read books, sing and
jingle along with everybody's favorite holiday
songs. We'll even play a few reindeer games! A
footprint craft will be included. Register.




Newport

December Calendar

PROGRAMS

Book Discussions
Registration is required, unless noted.

Newport Book Club
7 pm Tuesday, Dec. 5
The Other Einstein by Marie Benedict.

Tween Book Club
7 pm Friday, Dec. 8
Amulet: The Stonekeeper by Kazu Kibuishi.

Ages 8-14. Register for a free copy of the book.

Challenging Reads
7 pm Tuesday, Dec. 19
The 57 Bus by Dashka Slater.

Adults

Registration is required, unless noted.

2k Gingerbread House
Ornaments

6-8 pm Monday, Dec. 4

Make cute “gingerbread” house ornaments
using terracotta pots, acrylic paint, pens and
ribbon.

2k Felt Gingerbread People

6-8 pm Monday, Dec. 11

Make no-sew gingerbread people just in time
for the holidays.

Teens & Tweens
Ages 11-19, unless noted. Registration is
NOT required, unless noted.

& Hot Chocolate & a Movie
3-5 pm Wednesday, Dec. 6

Get cozy at the library as we watch a movie
and sip hot cocoa to stay warm.

10

Impromptu

3-4:45 pm Thursdays

The time is planned but the fun is not.
Hang out after school at the library as we
play games, hang out, eat snacks, draw or
whatever else you want to do (as long as it
follows library rules).

3k Build a Snowflake
Challenge

3-5 pm Wednesday, Dec. 13

Work solo or in teams to build a snowflake
from marshmallows and toothpicks. The
most creative pattern will win a small prize.

Families
Kids of all ages and their families.
Registration is NOT required, unless noted.

3¢ Holiday Open House

11 am-2 pm Saturday, Dec. 2

Cozy times are upon Newport for the annual
Holiday Open House. Have a family photo



Yarn Star Ornament
5:30-7 pm
Thursday, Dec. 7

taken with our Polaroid for happy memories

while enjoying music, crafts and a hot
chocolate bar. See more details on pg. 3.

Yarn Star Ornaments
5:30-7 pm Thursday, Dec. 7
Learn how to make unique ornaments for your
home with yarn and pipe cleaners. This is a
drop-in program and will not take the full time
to complete.

Children

Grades K-5. Registration is NOT required,
unless noted.

Homeschool:
Magic Snowflakes
1 pm Thursday, Dec. 14
Use salt, white crayon and watercolor to create
snowflake paintings. During this experiment,
the snowflakes will appear like magic on
the page.

Tween Scene:
Festive Window Clings
3:30-5 pm Friday, Dec. 15
Use puffy paint to make DIY clings of
snowflakes, snowmen and other
festive items.

Young Ones
Registration is NOT required for
story times.

Ready for K Through Play

10 am Monday, Dec. 4 & 11

Enjoy books, music and play to get your child
ready for kindergarten. Ages 3-5.

Movers & Shakers

10 am Tuesday, Dec. 5 & 12

Promoting physical activity can help develop
language, attention and decision-making
skills. This story time focuses on movement
with lots of silly activities, including books
and songs. Ages 2-3.

11

Baby Bounce & Rhyme

10 am Wednesday, Dec.6 & 13
Bounce around in this story time that
includes literacy activities for babies.
Newborn-2.
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Cold Spring Branch

3920 Alexandria Pike

Cold Spring, KY 41076

859.781.6166 — email: csinfo@cc-pl.org

Carrico/Fort Thomas Branch
1000 Highland Avenue
Fort Thomas, KY 41075

859.572.5033 — email: ftinfo@cc-pl.org

Newport Branch

901 East Sixth Street

Newport, KY 41071

859.572.5035 — email: nwinfo@cc-pl.org

Alexandria Branch

8333 Alexandria Pike

Alexandria, KY 41001

859.572.7463 — email: alinfo@cc-pl.org

Library Express

Pick up holds and return items

Silver Grove — Firehouse

Melbourne — St. Philip Parish Center
Westside — Northern Kentucky Scholar House

Hours

Cold Spring, Carrico/Fort Thomas and
Newport Branches

Monday-Thursday 9am-9pm

Friday 9am-7pm
Saturday 9am-5pm
Sunday 1pm-5pm

Alexandria Branch

Monday-Friday 1Mam-7pm
Saturday 1Mam-5pm
Sunday 1pm-5pm

ALL BRANCHES WILL BE CLOSED ON
DEC. 24 & 25 FORTHE HOLIDAYS.

Services

Patron Services: 859.572.5041
Download books & music:
https://kyunbound.overdrive.com
Download the library app:
cc-pl.org/app

Visit us online @ cc-pl.org

60000

@campbellkylib
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LOOKING
AHEAD

Winter Reading
Challenge

Kick off your 2024 to-be-read list by
participating in the Winter Reading

Challenge, held throughout the month ‘— EE%DIQ%CHALLEN E

of January. Patrons can find prompts on
Beanstack; once completed, they will
receive an entry for the chance to win
prizes. Books may be used to fill multiple
prompts.

Adults, teens and children can all join in
on the fun! Keep an eye on the library’s
website and social media for more details.

ADA Compliance Statement

The library makes every reasonable effort to provide equal access to all patrons. Please contact
access@cc-pl.org or call ext. 8 at your local branch at least 72 hours prior to an event to arrange
for accommodation. All facilities and meeting rooms are ADA compliant.
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